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In this day and age, it is totally unacceptable that women and adolescent girls continue to die and suffer maternal morbidity and mortality due to entirely preventable causes including unsafe abortions; lack of access to necessary life-saving services, technologies, medicines and information; as well as an unmet need for contraception which precludes them to decide if and when to have children.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) are fundamental to ensuring poverty alleviation, empowerment of women and adolescent girls, as well as ensuring health and development for the most-at need populations. SSRHR for both women and men are central to achieving and maintaining public health goals in relation to sexuality and reproduction, and to achieving the right to health in every country, including the right of women and couples to determine whether and when to have children.
At the critical juncture of the upcoming 20th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and the 2015 deadline of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),, and in a world of limited resources, we would like to urge governments to renew and strengthen their commitment to the SRHR agenda. Discussions around sustainable development offer unprecedented opportunities to develop a forward-looking vision  and advocate for integration of SRHR in global initiatives and for sustained financial investments.

We, the participants of the SALIN+ meeting, urge the Government of the Netherlands and all other governments to reaffirm and adopt the following principles with regards to the SRHR agenda:

1) Respect, promote and fulfill reproductive rights and sexual rights

Reproductive rights and sexual rights continue to be considered controversial and for that very reason require bold and brave champions. Sexual rights and reproductive rights are human rights of women, men and youth that include the right to the highest attainable standard of health, the right to sexual and reproductive health, the rights to autonomy and dignity, the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress, the right to express gender identity and sexual orientation without fear of persecution, and the right to be free from stigma, violence and discrimination. To ensure fulfillment of these rights it is important that particularly women and adolescent girls are empowered to make and exercise decisions that impact their sexual and reproductive lives.
2) Universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights
There is an urgent need for increased resources for and political commitments to ensure universal and equitable access to integrated, comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services for all individuals. Equitable access implies that those with the least resources in society, who may have the greatest need for services, must have those needs met. Efforts to achieve universal access must include, among others, addressing the large unmet need for modern contraceptive methods, including emergency contraception and female-controlled barrier methods; access to safe and legal abortion; provision of comprehensive maternal health care; comprehensive sexuality and relationships education for youth and provision of STI and HIV prevention and treatment through integrated programming with sexual and reproductive health services.
Achieving universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights requires reaching the poor, those who are most marginalized, and to address their barriers to access. This also includes reforming laws that criminalize, and policies that hinder, people’s sexual and reproductive choices. It is also important to continue to champion and invest in strategies which support the strengthening of public health systems and their financing and which incorporate a role for the private sector and civil society in ensuring equitable access to sexual and reproductive health services and technologies that are affordable and of assured quality.

3) Focus on adolescents

Half of the world’s population is under 25 years old, and 1.8 billion people are between the ages of 10-24 years. As the largest generation ever of adolescents enters their sexual and reproductive lives, investments are needed to realize the sexual and reproductive health and rights of young girls and boys, particularly adolescent girls aged 10-14 who are most vulnerable. Efforts must be made on making services appealing to adolescents and young people, i.e. services respect their human rights, are confidential, and that do not require parental or spousal consent. Key areas for investments are comprehensive sexuality education programs in and out of schools and access to information and sexual and reproductive health services.  Investing in strengthening young people’s leadership through fostering and enabling them to meaningfully participate in the design, implementation and monitoring of policies and programs that affect them is vitally important.

We call upon the government of the Netherlands to further adopt, endorse and act upon the above principles and: 
· to continue leadership in SRHR, and specifically by building upon their previous work and expanding support for comprehensive sexuality education; access to safe and legal  abortion; gender equity and equality; reproductive rights, sexual rights and diversity; youth leadership; female-controlled methods for contraception and STI and HIV prevention. 

· to strengthen its commitments to SRHR and forge strategic partnerships with and urge other key stakeholders (governments -  including ministries of health, education, justice and finance, among others, , European Union, multilateral organizations, other funding mechanisms and the private sector)  to make similar commitments. 

· to continue its technical assistance in SRHR and its  political and financial support for long-term investments towards creating an enabling environment for the realization of SRHR which prioritizes the empowerment of women and adolescent girls, human rights and advocacy.

· to increase its political and financial support for a strong role for women’s organizations and other non-governmental organizations which support sexual and reproductive health and rights to advocate in their countries and internationally for these rights and for accountability on the part of all stakeholders towards achieving them.

· to ensure better meaningful participation of civil society organizations, particularly from the global South, in the lead-up to the adoption of international agreements on SRHR in 2014 and 2015, including through building the capacity of civil society organizations and providing platforms for dialogues between civil society and governments.
Aside from maintaining funding for SRHR and speaking out about its centrality to international development, the government of the Netherlands should:

At the national level:

· use its Embassies to put forward the Dutch vision on SRHR and work with UNFPA and WHO country offices, civil society organizations, and national governments to do so

· support civil society participation in key SRHR events to influence domestic policy

· share evidence and best practice on how SRHR influences internationally agreed development goals

· hold/support discussions at national level that work to create partnerships between governments and civil society 

At the regional level:

support civil society participation at regional consultations that feed into the 2014 global survey and regional consultations

· ensure a progressive voice on SRHR in the European Union

· replicate its 2009 Addis Ababa meeting on MDG5 in each region

At the global level: 

· use relevant meetings to influence key governments. These would include meetings that involve G77 Member States, such as the United Nations Commission on Population and Development, Rio+20, the 2012 International Parliamentarians Conference on the ICPD (IPCI) and the 2013 MDG Review Summit, among others  
· hold/support roundtables in countries that feed into the 2014 global survey and regional consultations

· encourage like-minded governments from the South to take the lead in advancing the SRHR agenda

· encourage different UN agencies (esp. H4) to highlight the centrality of SRHR to achieving the internationally agreed development goals in the lead up to the 2013 MDG Review Summit and post-2015 framework

· make the case for highlighting how SRHR contributes to economic advancement at the G20 meetings
· encourage all United Nations  agencies to adopt a more progressive approach to SRHR

We, the SALIN meeting participants, express our commitment to jointly work towards ensuring that SRHR  are at the center of our advocacy efforts, policy development and implementation of programs, enhancing inclusiveness and creating synergies within and outside the SRHR community. 

While recognizing the diversity of activities we engage in, such as advocacy for human rights, women’s empowerment and comprehensive service delivery, and the development and introduction of new sexual and reproductive health technologies, we further commit to increasing transparency and accountability within our own work, and to work together towards achieving results. 
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